Native Missionary Movement

Madhya Pradesh, the largest State (province), istaated in the central part of India. There are stil
several people groups in this state who have nottyexperienced a Christian witness. Hinduism and
Animism are practiced among the tribes. They attrilute sickness and disease to the work of evil
spirits, and live in great fear of them.

Proposed Site for Regional facility




live in rural areas. Madhya Pradesh has the largegpopulation of tribals in the world at 11
million. Hindi is most commonly spoken (80%), and ther languages include Gondi (10%),
Marathi (2.3%), Urdu (2.2%) and Oriya (1.1%).

Sixty million people populate Madhya Pradesh's 1844/ square-mile area; nearly 75 percent

Although a state law prohibits conversion in any fam, all the major Asian religions are
represented. The majority of the people practice Hiduism (92%). Other religions are Islam (5%),
Jainism (0.85%) and Sikhism (0.28%). Less than ongercent of the population is Christian.

The tribal peoplesare a majority in the southern four districts of Madhya Pradesh, especially
Bastar. There is now a burgeoning house church mom@ent in many tribes through the labors of
the native missionaries. However, all represent atigh pioneer challenge. Most tribes practice a
Hindu-influenced animism. Witchcraft, Saktism (worship of female energy) and Saivism (worship
of Shiva) abound.

Bhopal, the state capital of MP and industrial centre washe scene of the world's worst ever
industrial disaster — an exploding chemical plantn 1984 killed 20,000 and maimed or afflicted a
further 500,000 people. The grim after-effects arstill evident. The city is ringed by 300 slum areas
— Christians are beginning to reach out to them. Naly 23% is Muslim, but there is no significant
ministry among them.
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The brisk growth demands a larger outreach progranof missionaries on the field




5% of the Children lives in Villages where the aveage family income stands between $8 - $ 15
a month. Life is unimaginably hard in the villagesof North India, where many children live in
poverty, malnutrition and disease. Worse still, thg lack the opportunity to improve their
lives, because there is no education or training ipractical skills. Many villages in the tribal aress
of Madhya Pradesh do not have a school, let aloneChristian institution. The empowerment of the
Tribal populace is lagging relative to all human degelopment parameters especially in Health and
Education. The tribal society continues to be plaged by extreme forms of discrimination and
exploitation based on the traditional caste systenThere are many millions (estimates range from
40 million to 100 million) of bonded laborers (slags) in India today, mainly belonging to the lowest
castes, the Dalits.
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A building consisting of 8 classrooms for the sclud purpose. 2 laboratories (for science labs and
computer) and toilets. This provision will cater fa 300 children. A multipurpose hall, play area
and accommodation for children. A separate primaryhealthcare center with provision to expand
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For further information, contact:

Joy Punnoose,
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Phone: 519-266-4671

Email: joypunnoose@usa.net

URL : www.nmmindia.orqg
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